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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

Theme We’re Going on 
a Journey 

 

Out of this World 
Celebrations 

Ice Adventures Helpful Heroes Wild & Wonderful Ship Ahoy! 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

New friends 
New routines 
Rules  
Road Safety 
 

Keeping safe 
Night time 
Kindness 
Thinking of others 
 

Getting lost, losing a 
toy 
Care for Oceans  

Our strengths 
We are Superheroes 
Feelings  
Care for the local area 
Healthy Eating 

Favourite animals 
Endangered animals 
Care for animals 

Care for the environment 
& Oceans 
Transition to Year 1 

Communication 
and Language 

Finding a voice – 
new friends 
Vocabulary – 
Travel and 
journeys 
Follow adult cues 
to listen. Know 
behaviours for 
successful 
listening. 
Participation in 
predictable texts. 
Demonstrate an 
understanding of 
waiting turns to 
speak/not 
interrupting. 
  

Vocabulary – space, 
night time, 
celebrations 
Secure agreed rules 
for conversational 
turn taking in small 
and larger groups. 
Ask questions to find 
out more and to check 
they understand what 
has been said to 
them. Formulate and 
respond to “Why?” & 
“How/” questions. 
Follow two step 
instructions. 
 

Vocabulary – Arctic / 
Antarctica 
Listen carefully to 
instructions, Follow 
instructions. 
regarding safety. 
Add connectives on 
the end of simple 
responses to include 
detail. 

Vocabulary – Heroes  
Healthy foods – 
names 
Answer open ended or 
speculative questions. 
Teach new skills to 
others verbally and by 
demonstration. 

Vocabulary – 
Dinosaurs 
Vocabulary – Safari 
Animals  
Process three step 
instructions. Tell 
familiar stories with 
dialogue in play. 
Memorise rhymes. 
 

Vocabulary – Sea 
creatures, sea transport 
Process language which 
includes challenging 
adjectives, verbs and 
positional vocabulary in 
instructions. Play games 
where they give 
instructions to each 
other. 

Physical 
Development 

Walking Hands Feet 

 

High, Low, Over, 
Under 

Dinosaurs (Dance) Games for 
understanding 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

Theme We’re Going on a 
Journey 

 

Out of this World 
Celebrations 

Ice Adventures Helpful Heroes Wild & Wonderful Ship Ahoy! 

Literacy 
Development 

Nursery Rhymes 
Rhyming stories, 
Enjoying familiar 
Stories and exploring 
new stories by a 
variety of authors. 
Poetry Time: Bedtime 
March Past. 
Writing opportunities: 

 Who am I? 

 Where shall we 
go? 

Continue to foster our 
love of reading by 
sharing culturally 
diverse texts. 
Poetry Time: Where 
am I? 
Writing opportunities: 

 Who is it for? 

 What shall I take? 

Explore Non-fiction texts 
to learn about other 
environments and 
Historical Figures. Enjoy 
and retell stories. 
Poetry Time: Zanzibar 
Writing opportunities: 

 What happened 
next? 

 Is it the same? Is it 
different? 

Use a range of genres to 
learn more about ‘real 
life heroes’ past and 
present and heroes in 
Fiction. 
Poetry Time: Cake-O-
Saurus. 
Writing opportunities: 

 What do they do? 

 What’s the 
adventure? 

Reading to learn new 
facts about dinosaurs 
and safari animals - 
signs, labels and non-
fiction texts. 
Enjoy stories and 
develop 
comprehension skills. 
Continue to discuss 
features in a range of 
stories. 
Poetry Time: The 
Tiger. 
Writing opportunities: 

 What did you see? 
What did you do? 

 What are you?  

Apply skills taught 
throughout the year 
when exploring new 
and familiar texts. 
Poetry Time: Oh, 
Oh, the story man. 
Writing 
opportunities: 

 Tell me a story? 

Daily Phonics 
& 
Handwriting 

Read Write Inc. 

Mathematical 
Development  
 
White Rose 
Maths 
 

Getting to know 
you (2 weeks - 
baseline) 

 Establish maths 
through routines 
(tens frame buses, 
100 days in school, 
calendar activities) 

Match, Sort & 
Compare (2 weeks) 

 Match objects 

 Match pictures 
and objects 

It’s Me 1, 2, 3 (2 
weeks) 

 Find 1, 2 and 3 

 Subitise 1, 2 and 3 

 Represent 1, 2 and 
3 

 1 more 

 1 less 

 Composition of 1, 

2 and 3 
Circles and 
triangles (1 week) 

Alive in 5 (2 weeks) 

 Introduce zero 

 Find 0 to 5 

 Subitise 0 to 5 

 Represent 0 to 5 

 1 more 

 1 less 

 Composition 

 Conceptual 
subitising to 5 

Mass and Capacity (1 
week) 

 Compare mass 

Building 9 and 10 (3 
weeks) 

 Find 9 and 10 

 Compare numbers 
to 10 

 Represent 9 and 10 

 Conceptual 
subitising to 10 

 1 more 

 1 less 

 Composition to 10 

 Bonds to 10 (2 parts) 

 Make arrangements 
of 10 

To 20 and beyond 
(2 weeks) 

 Build numbers 
beyond 10 (10-13) 

 Continue patterns 
beyond 10 (10-13) 

 Build numbers 
beyond 10 (14-20) 

 Continue patterns 

beyond 10 (14-20) 

 Verbal counting 
beyond 20 

 Verbal counting 
patterns 

Sharing and 
grouping (2 
weeks) 

 Explore sharing 

 Sharing 

 Explore 
grouping 

 Grouping 

 Even and odd 
sharing 

 Play with and 
build doubles  
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 Identify a set 

 Sort objects to a 
type 

 Explore sorting 
techniques 

 Create sorting 
rules 

 Compare amounts 
Talk about measure 
and patterns (2 
weeks) 

 Compare size 

 Compare mass 

 Compare capacity 

 Explore simple 
patterns 

 Copy and continue 
simple patterns 

 Create simple 
patterns 

 Identify and name 
circles and 

triangles 

 Compare circles 
and triangles 

 Shapes in the 
environment 

 Describe position 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 (2 
weeks) 

 Find 4 and 5 

 Subitise 4 and 5 

 Represent 4 and 5 

 1 more 

 1 less 

 Composition of 4 

and 5 

 Composition of 1-5 
Shapes with 4 sides 
(1 week) 

 Identify and name 
shapes with 4 
sides 

 Combine shapes 
with 4 sides 

 Shapes in the 
environment 

 My day and night 
 

 Find a balance 

 Explore capacity 

 Compare capacity 
Growing 6, 7, 8 (2 
weeks) 

 Find 6, 7 and 8 

 Represent 6, 7, and 8 

 1 more 

 1 less 

 Composition of 6, 7 
and 8 

 Make pairs-odd and 
even 

 Double to 8 (find a 
double) 

 Double to 8 (make a 
double) 

 Combine 2 groups 

 Conceptual 
subitising 

Length, Height and 
Time (1 week) 

 Explore length 

 Compare length 

 Explore height 

 Compare height 

 Talk about time 

 Order and sequence 
time 

 Bonds to 10 (3 parts) 

 Doubles to 10 (find a 
double) 

 Doubles to 10 (make 
a double) 

 Explore even and 
odd  

Explore 3D shapes (2 
weeks) 

 Recognise and name 
3D shapes 

 Find 2D shapes 
within 3D shapes 

 Use 3D shapes for 
tasks 

 3D shapes in the 
environment 

 Identify more 
complex patterns 

 Copy and continue 
patterns 

 Patterns in the 
environment 

How many now? (1 
week) 

 Add more 

 How many did I 
add? 

 Take away 

 How many did I 
take away? 

Manipulate, 
compose and 
decompose (2 
weeks) 

 Select shapes for a 
purpose 

 Rotate shapes 

 Manipulate 

shapes 

 Explain shape 
arrangements 

 Compose shapes 

 Decompose 
shapes 

 Copy 2D shape 
pictures 

 Find 2D shapes 
within 3D shapes 

Visualise, build 
and map (3 

weeks) 

 Identify units of 
repeating 
patterns 

 Create own 
pattern rules 

 Explore own 
pattern rules 

 Replicate and 
build scenes 
and 
constructions 

 Visualise from 
different 
positions 

 Describe 
positions 

 Give 
instructions to 
build 

 Explore 
mapping 

 Represent maps 
with models 

 Create own 
maps from 
familiar places 

 Create own 
maps and plans 
from story 

situations  
Make 

connections (1 
week) 
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 Deepen 
understanding 

 Patterns and 
relationships 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

Theme We’re Going on a 
Journey 

 

Out of this World 
Celebrations 

Ice Adventures Helpful Jeroes Wild & Wonderful Ship Ahoy! 

Understanding the 
World 

Local area 
Route to school 
Our community 
Amelia Earhart 
Journey around the 
World 
STEM – The Wheels 
on The Tuk Tuk 

Space 
Space travel & 
changing technology 
Family Celebrations 
Remembering the 
past – Floella 
Benjamin 
Neil Armstrong, Tim 
Peake 
STEM – Build a 
rocket 
 

Compare 
environments 
Changes 
Climate change 
Ernest Shackleton 
STEM – Ice 
investigations 

Real Heroes – people in 
the community 
Being healthy 
Firefighting equipment – 
past 
Historical Figure – 
Florence Nightingale 

Compare habitats 
Animals 
Africa 
Dinosaur history – 
timeline 
Changes to the Earth 
Historical Figures – 
Mary Anning, Jane 
Goodall 
STEM – Dachy’s 
Deaf 

Our Oceans 
Sea creatures 
Famous Pirates and 
Explorers 
Shipwrecks Plastics 
in the Ocean 
Change Makers – 
David Attenborough, 
Greta Thunberg 
STEM – Teatime 
Around the World 
 
 

Autumn – changes, Winter 
Harvest, Diwali, Hanukkah 
Bonfire Night, Remembrance Day 
Christmas 
Black History Month 

Spring 
Chinese New Year 
Shrove Tuesday 
Easter 

Summer 
Eid Ul Fitr 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

 Maps 

 Scissor Skills 

 Self-portrait 

 Drawing with 
different media 

 Harvest songs 

 Dudley 
Performing Arts 

 Explore colour 
mixing 

 Clay modelling 
Diva lamps 

 Representation 

 Explore and use a 
range of materials 

 Christmas tea 
party – cooking 
biscuits 

 Snow art – 
various media 

 3D penguins 

 Build an igloo 

 Cooking 

 Chinese Lanterns 
and drums 

 Dudley 
Performing Arts 

 

 Comic Art 

 3D Town 

 Superhero costume 

 Action sounds – 
instruments 

 Superhero props 

 Dudley Performing 
Arts 

 

 Mixed media art 

 Pastels 

 Moving animals 

 Pattern printing 

 Animal sounds 

 Pizza making 

 Dudley 
Performing Arts 

 

 Natural art 

 Colour mixing - 
shades 

 Stone painting 

 Mixed media art 

 Animal Sounds 

 Ocean sounds 

 Boats 

 Dudley 
Performing Arts 
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Throughout the year, Themes may be added and / or adapted based on interests and needs of the children. 

 

 Dudley 
Performing Arts 

Artists Kandinsky  
Andy Goldsworthy 

Van Gogh – Starry 
Night 

Snow Photography 
Frederic Edwin 
Church ‘The Icebergs’ 
1861 

Comic Artists 
L.S. Lowry 

Henri Rousseau Carole Elliott 
Derek Gardner  

British Values Rule of Law 
School rules 

Tolerance 
Turn taking 
Respect 
Remembrance Day 

Mutual respect 
Respect 
environment, impact 
further afield (link 
plastics to Oceans) 

Democracy 
Voting favourite 
superheroes 
Voting for activities 

Mutual Respect 
Respect animals, 
respect environment 

Responsibility 
Taking responsibility 
for our environment 


